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Have questions?
Post them in the chat now - or anytime during the event!
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FAFSA & Financial Aid:

What You Need to Know This Year

Get Your Coffee. We've Got Lots of Stuff.

Why are we doing this? College money!

FAFSA 2025-26: What to expect

First Step: Get a StudentAid.gov login (aka an FSA ID)

Your FAFSA in 5 minutes: Common questions & pain points

CSS profile, TAP & NYS Dream Act

Help for counselors and educators

Working with undocumented students and mixed-status families
Help for students with special circumstances

NN EREEEpEY Ny



Why are we doing this?



Types of College Financial

S EpENEREREREY N

Aid

Federal Government Pell & SEOG Grants (free money)

NYS TAP, Dream Act & Excelsior Scholarships (free money)
College Grants and Merit Scholarships (free money)

Private Scholarships (free money)

Federal Work-Study (campus employment)

Federal Direct Student Loans (must be paid back >> lower cost)
Federal Parent PLUS Loans (must be paid back >> high cost)
Private Loans (must be paid back >> very high cost)



Finan(ial “elp To pav for to"ege There is a lot of money available to pay

for college from many different sources.
. As you look at this, what sticks out to
Federal Tax Credits you? What questions do you have?

Federal Veteran

Benefits
Federal Work-Study College
& FSEOG (1%) \ 4~ Grants
Federal
Pell Grants

\ Private

/V
Federal Loans Scholarships

Source: College Board SY 2021-22 \ State Aid

Total Undergraduate Student Aid by Type, 2022-23



Your 2025-26 FAFSA
What to Expect



We fixed the FAFSA this year.
Really. Truly. We mean it.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

Search engine type in “FAFSA.gov”
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa



https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

@ Finandials O colleges

~

B)save | FAFSAMenu (]

[ nttps:/studentaid gov/happly-for-aid/fafsa

@ Personal Circumstances

Most of these questions
determine if you are
dependent on your parents
orindependent from

them. Other questions

may give access to

more financial aid.

These are government
research questions. You

may answer them if you

like, or decline to answer.
These questions will not
affect your eligibility for

aid. All information is kept
confidential and is not shared
with your family or colleges.

To determine your
eligibility for financial
aid, the FAFSA needs

to know your family’s
income and savings.

If you agree to share
your tax data (and you
should!), this section will
be short. If your parents
are helping you with the
FAFSA, they will provide
most of the family’s
financial information.
Ask for help if needed.

The FAFSA will ask you which
colleges you are applying

to. You can list up to 20
schools. Still getting your
applications together? You
can add schools at any time.
These schools will get your
FAFSA information once your
application is complete.

© signature

Agree that the information
is correct and sign
electronically. Sign and
submit. Then watch your
email for your FAFSA
Submission Summary.

/




GOOD NEWS

The form is living up to its
promise this year. Most
financial information is
automatically uploaded by
the IRS. The FAFSA is super
fast when it works!

More students will get Pell
grants & grants may be
larger than in the past.

Students can include up to
20 colleges. (Weirdly, many
do.)

Eventually available in 12
most common languages.




BAD NEWS

The FAFSA was delayed
again. It is open and working
now.

Parents and students fill out
the student’s form
separately, potentially a
huge headache for
counselors.

Families making $60,000+
will have to report the value
any businesses, side
businesses, farms.
Confusing!

The required IRS data

upload and government
identity verification may feel
scarVv. especiallv for parents




First Step: Get a

StudentAid.gov Login
(aka an FSA ID)



Ask: Who Fills Out
the FAFSA?

The student
Ideally the student starts
the FAFSA & invites the
parents to “contribute” to
their form.

One or two parents

This will depend on the
family situation. See chart —

Use FSA's
to figure out which parent(s)
help out:

NOTE: Some students may be considered
“independent” on the FAFSA and will not need the
help of parents. The FAFSA will ask questions to
determine this.

= START HERE

@

i

Do they live
together?

-0

i

Which parent
provided the most
financial support over
the last 12 months?

How do | know which ?
parent provides the

most financial support? @

Ask your parents. They should know.
Day in and day out, which parent pays
more toward your housing, food, and
activities? Probably that one.

Parents married Use both parents’
to each other?

—0 &a

information

Use your parent
& step-parent’s
information

@J

Is this parent
remarried?

0—

Use this parent’s
information



https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

Who Contributes to the FAFSA
and Needs to Get an FSA ID?

Number of Tax filing status Who needs an FSA ID?
Parents in
Household

Single, Filed Head of Student, 1 parent
Household (or Didn't File)

Single, Head of Household, Student, 2 parents
Married Filing Separately (or
Didn't File)

- Married Filing Jointly Student, 1 parent
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First Step! Get Your FSA ID FSA ID Tips & Troubleshooting

Now it's time to take your first important step: creating an account on What is an FSA ID? It's a website login, like the ones you have for your
StudentAid.gov. This is commonly known as an FSA ID. One or both of favorite music sites or online stores. But this login connects you to
your parents will need to get an FSA ID as well. This account will get a lot of important government websites. It needs to be extra secure. Take your time
use in the years to come. Find an easy way to remember your login. to set it up right.
What You Need Use Official Documents
V' Asafe place to store login information, password, The FAFSA needs your full legal name,

security question information, and backup code. birthdate, and Social Security number to be

sure you are really you. Use your Social
Security card or family taxes. Copy this
information exactly. Type slowly and carefully.

Parents Need FSA IDs

Your parents may already have FSA IDs if
they filled out the FAFSA for your older
siblings. But if you're the first, one or both
of your parents will need to getan FSA ID.

v Your family’s tax forms or Social Security cards.
V' Your Social Security number and birthdate.

v A permanent email address (not your school
email address) and cell phone number.

How To Create an FSA ID

Search StudentAid.gov Create Account Follow the prompts to enable two-step Matthing Matters

and click the Get Started button. Create a verification, linking your email address to .

unique username and password that you will your new FSA ID. You can also link your cell You and your parents will need each other's FSA ID information to link up your information on

remember and record it somewhere safe. phone. It's best to set up both. the FAFSA. All information must match exactly. You and your parents should take screenshots so
ke fect match.

Enter your full legal name, date of birth, Record your one-time backup security code. youanmake|perestmata

mailing address, language preference, and This can be used to access your account if

Social Security number. Make sure your all else fails. FOI’gO“en FSA ID!

b art'f:' Socidl SSCS”"V is b "‘atcdh the 4 Verify that everything you've entered is If your parents got an FSA ID in the past, they'l need to use that FSA ID for your FAFSA.

n orn:al |ton on you;l ocial Security cardior correct. Double-check. When you're ready, Forgot the login? They can go online to get it reset or your siblings in college may know

ks 4 submit! what it is. Call the FAFSA help desk at 800-433-3243 if you need help.

Provide your email and cell phone
information. Choose a permanent email
address that you check frequently. Also, an

Congratulations! Watch your email. It may
take a day or two to get your FSA ID fully

A set up. You'll want to make sure everything i i H
emailadress and cell phone number can Pt B e Help for Parents Without Social Security Numbers
only be associated with one FSA ID. Make FAFSA. Most students need a Social Security number to get an

sure yours is different from your parents’. FSA ID and fill out the FAFSA. But parents do not need Social @ @

D Security numbers to get an FSAID. The FAFSA is providing
(1] NOW! away for all parents to get their FSA IDs so they can help
Get complete the FAFSA. s important to stay informed. Get the O] .
YourFsp |p latest information at UnderstandingFAFSA.org.
done early!

Answer the security questions. Choose
questions that are facts, not opinions.
Opinions can change over time.

Learn more at UnderstandingFAFSA.org

Learn more at UnderstandingFAFSA.org

Get Your FSA ID Handout Tips and Troubleshooting Handout



https://understandingfafsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/First-Step-Get-Your-FSA-ID.pdf
https://understandingfafsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/FSA-ID-Tips-and-Troubleshooting.pdf

Beat the Holiday Rush!
Get Your FSA IDs Now!

B An offcial website of the United States government. Help Center  Submita Complaint  English | Espariol

FederalStudentAid FAFSA® Form~ Loans and Grants v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v Loghn | CreateAccount

Create an Account

Whether you're a student, parent, or borrower, you'll need to create your own
account to apply for, receive, and manage your federal student aid.

Get Started

Already have an account? Log In

What You Can Do With Your Account

‘You must have an account to do the following:

« Fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form
online

* Complete other online forms (such as the Master Promissory Note)
required to receive aid

* Review the federal student aid you've received

What You'll Need
* Your Social Security number (if applicable)

 Your own email address

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch



https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

FAFSA in 5 Minutes:

Common Questions
& Pain Points
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@ Finandials O colleges
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B)save | FAFSAMenu (]

[ nttps:/studentaid gov/happly-for-aid/fafsa

@ Personal Circumstances

Most of these questions
determine if you are
dependent on your parents
orindependent from

them. Other questions

may give access to

more financial aid.

These are government
research questions. You

may answer them if you

like, or decline to answer.
These questions will not
affect your eligibility for

aid. All information is kept
confidential and is not shared
with your family or colleges.

To determine your
eligibility for financial
aid, the FAFSA needs

to know your family’s
income and savings.

If you agree to share
your tax data (and you
should!), this section will
be short. If your parents
are helping you with the
FAFSA, they will provide
most of the family’s
financial information.
Ask for help if needed.

The FAFSA will ask you which
colleges you are applying

to. You can list up to 20
schools. Still getting your
applications together? You
can add schools at any time.
These schools will get your
FAFSA information once your
application is complete.

© signature

Agree that the information
is correct and sign
electronically. Sign and
submit. Then watch your
email for your FAFSA
Submission Summary.

/




Download your very own

FAFSA slide-deck
(333 pages of fun!)


https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/202526fafsapreviewpresentation.pptx

Federal StudentAid

Student Onboarding (1 of 4)

When the student starts the 2025-26 FAFSA =

2025-26 = Student Jenny Price

FAFSA® form for the first time, they are
taken through the FAFSA onboarding

What is the FAFSA® form?

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to
apply for grants, scholarships, work-study funds, and loans for

p roceSS . Th e fi rSt O n boa rd i n g pag e college, career school, or graduate school.

provides an introduction of the FAFSA - s Eagsa
What is FAFSA®and
why is it important?

form and an accompanying video.

Watch on @B VYoulube

22



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student Onboarding (2 of 4)

FORM

The second FAFSA® Onboarding page FAFSA 2025-26 X Student Jenny Prce

Understanding the FAFSA® Form

provides information about contributors 204
Contributors to the FAFSA® Form

that may be required to participate in the

. ) Watch later
Who is a contributor on the

student’s FAFSA form, including an 2024-25 FAFSA” form?

accompanying video that explains

contributors, and information on how the Watchon @Waite

student will invite them. Documents that & e o Spovee = How To Invite

Your answers on the FAFSA® form will Contributors will need to log in with their
determine if any contributors need to be own FSA ID to provide their information. To
H identified. These contributors will complete invite a contributor to a FAFSA form, you'll
m ay be n e ed e d to fl I I O ut th e fo rm a re their own sections of the form and are need to provide their name, date of birth,
asked to provide personal and financial Social Security number (if they have one),
information, but they will not be financially and email address.

responsible for the student’s education.

also included on this page.

Information or Documents You May Need v

23



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student Onhoarding (3 of 4)

FAI:SAW ;)ggs_ze X Student Jenny Price
The third FAFSA® onboarding page

3o0f4
provides information about what the Wi el
student can expect when completing T e e

can obtain your federal tax information automatically from the IRS

their FAFSA form. This includes iR e B R

You can save the form and return to it later if you need more time.

i nfO rm ati O n a bO Ut CO n Se nt a nd Learn about how we use the information that we collect on your

FAFSA form.

approval, a time estimate for completing
the form, and that they can save the
form and return later if needed, along

with an accompanying video.

24



Dependent Student Onboarding (4 of 4) .

FAFSN ;Oggs-ze = Student Jenny Price
The last FAFSA® onboarding page

40f4

After Submitting the FAFSA® form

provides information about what to

After submission, you'll need to check on the status of your FAFSA
form and make corrections, if required.

expect once the FAFSA form is

hat Happens After Submitting Y.

completed, submitted, and processed.

What Happens

On this page, the student can select After Submit{Z
Your FAFSA" Form?
"Start FAFSA Form" to begin.

Watch on (£ YouTube

= Your form will be = You'll receive a FAFSA > Schools will use your
processed in one to Submission Summary. SAIto create your
three days. It will i financial aid offer that
Student Aid Index explains the types and
(SAV), an index number amounts of aid they

used to determine
federal student aid
eligibility.

25



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student State of Legal Residence

FORM
2025-26 & Student Jenny Price B Save | FAFSAMenu [:]

The student is asked about their state
FAFSA

of legal residence. The student selects
Student State of Legal Residence

the state from a drop-down box and Stte @

Georgia (GA)

provides the month and year when

Date the Student Became a Legal Resident of Georgia (GA)

they became a legal resident.

Month Year

26



Federal StudentAid

Student Dependency Status: Dependent Student

®
FORM
FAFSA 2025-26 = Student Jenny Price B Save | FAFSAMenu 1]

—o0— © o o o

Personal Circumstances Demographics Financia

Based on the answers provided by the

student, they are considered a

Your Dependency Status
dependent student. The student is asked
a l Dependent Student
§ Based on your answers, you're a dependent student. This means you must provide

parent information on your FAFSA™ form. This information helps determine how
much federal student aid you're eligible to receive.

if they want a financial aid administrator

to determine their eligibility for a Direct
L. L. Direct Unsubsidized Loan Only
U nsu bSId |Zed Loa n on Iy ThlS IS an Are the student's parents refusing to provide their information on this FAFSA® form? G

ust be “No” for the student to be considered for Federal Pell Grant eligibility and most

This response
option if the student’s parents are
‘ O Yes @ No

unwilling to provide information. The

student selects "No,“ and if the student ==
had selected “Yes,” a modal would

appear to warn them about missing out
27
on other potential federal student aid.



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student: Tell Us About Your Parents

As the student is considered dependent, FAFSA =

2025-26 =& Student Jenny Price [® Save | FAFSAMenu B
they are asked to provide information —o— o ) o °
about their parents. The FAFSA® form Tell Us About the Student's Parents
Considers their “parent" to be their Iegal On the FAFSA® form, the “parent” is the student's legal (biological or adoptive) parent.

Are the parents married to each other?

(biological or adoptive) parent. The

@ Yes O No

student is asked if their parents are
Provide Information for Both Parents

m a rri ed . T h e Stu d e nt Se I e CtS "Ye S " a n d iS @ Based on your answers in the previous section, you'll need to provide information

about both parents on the FAFSA® form. You can invite the parents to the form and
have them complete their required sections.

instructed to provide information about

both their parents on the FAFSA form. ==

28



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student Invites Parents to FAFSA® Form

The student is asked to enter personal information about their parents in order to send them

an invite to their FAFSA® form. In this scenario, the student invites one parent.

FAFSA

FORM
2025-26 & Student Jenny Price ® Save

—0———0O © (4] ©

Personal Circumstances  Demographics f Colleges

Invite Parent(s) to This FAFSA® Form

We Need Information for Your Parent(s) Now

Based on your answers in the previous section, youTl need to provide information
@ about both of your parents on your FAFSA” form. This doesnit make them financially

responsible for your education. You can invite one or both of your parents to your

form now and have them complete their required sections.

Enter information about your parent(s) identified on the prior page, and we'll send an email on
your behalf.

If they already have a StudentAid.gov account username and password (FSA ID), the information
entered here must exactly match that account.

IMPORTANT: If your contributor doesn't have a Social Security number, you may encounter an
issue that impacts your ability to add them to your form. If you receive this error, review the
id andr ded workaround and try again.

0 reach your contributor. U

other information

to match the email associ

Parent Parent Spouse or Partner
First Name @ First Name G
‘ Mark
Last Name © Last Name (i

E RN |

FAFSAMenu ]

Date of Birth @

‘ ‘ 1980

Social Security Number (SSN) @

==

D My parent doesn’t have an SSN.
Checking this box when your
parent does have an SSN may
delay processing of your FAFSA
form.

Email Address @

‘ brianprice@gmail.com

Confirm Email Address @

’ brianprice@gmail.com

[ Send Invite

Previous

Date of Birth G

Social Security Number (SSN)

D My parent doesn’t have an SSN.
Checking this box when your
parent does have an SSN may
delay processing of your FAFSA
form.

Email Address @

Confirm Email Address @

‘ Send Invite I

29




FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student Citizenship Status

The student is asked about their FAFSA 50 = sorsome e
citizenship status. The student selects —0——0 o o o
the "U.S. citizen or national" option. Student Citizenship Status ©

@ US. citizen or national

(O Eligible noncitizen

~ Neither US. citizen nor eligible
" noncitizen

30



Introduction: Dependent Student Financials

This is the first page within the "Student
Financials" section. It provides an
overview of the section. The student can
select the hyperlink if they want to learn

about special financial circumstances.

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA 5

Your Finances

The FAFSA” form helps determine your ability to pay for
school. In this section, we ask about your financial information

What If you have speclal financlal circumstances?

31



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student Tax Return Information (Continued)

The student is asked about their
taxes, income, and other financial
information. The student enters

dollar amounts in the responses.

Untaxed Portions of Pensions

a o]

Adjusted Gross Income

& w]E)

Income Tax Paid

[S‘ 5[‘|.OU‘

IRA Deductions and Payments to Self-Employed SEP, SIMPLE, and Qualified Plans

[s‘ u|.oo]

Education Credits (American Opportunity Tax Credit and Lifetime Learning Tax Credit)

‘s] D|.OO‘

Amount of College Grants, Scholarships, or AmeriCorps Benefits Reported as Income to the IRS

o oT=]

Foreign Earned Income Exclusion

32



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student Assets

s 5]
FAFSA 2025-26 :Sat i Prics M Save  FAFSAMenu [£]

——&46——0—[ 0 L4 (s}
The student enters a response in each Student Assets

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

The student is asked about their assets.

entry field.

s 8 00

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

5 00

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Investment Farms

33



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student Signature

®
FORM
FAFSA 2025-26 & Student Jenny Price ® Save | FAFSAMenu [1]

On this page, the student reviews the . . . ; -

Signature

terms and conditions of the FAFSA® Bl B S

form and what they’ll agree to if they sign Summary

This page confirms that you understand the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and
filled out the form accurately to the best of your ability.

th e fO rl I I . The FAFSA form is a legal document you will electronically sign with your account username
and password (FSA ID). Because your FSA ID is associated with your personal information, do

not share it with anyone.

By signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, YOU, THE STUDENT, certify that you

« will use federal and/or state student aid only to pay the cost of attending an institution of
higher education,

are not in default on a federal student loan or have made satisfactory arrangements to repay
it,

* do not owe money back on a federal student grant or have made satisfactory arrangements
to repay it,

will notify your school if you default on a federal student loan, and

will not receive a Federal Pell Grant from more than one school for the same period of time.

34



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student Signature (Continued)

By signing this application electronically using your account username and password, you certify
that all of the information you provided is true and complete to the best of your knowledge and you
agree, if asked, to provide

T h i S i S a CO n ti n u at i O n Of th e Stu d e nt o information that will verify the accuracy of your completed form, and

® U.S. or foreign income tax forms that you filed or are required to file.

signature page. After agreeing to the
You also certify that you understand that the secretary of education has the authority to verify

te rmS and Cond itions Of the FAFSA® information reported on your application.

If you sign this application or any document related to the federal student aid programs
electronically using a username and password, and/or any other credential, you certify that you are

fo rm a n d S i g n i ng , th e Stu d e nt iS a b I e to the person identified by the username and password, and/or any other credential and have not

disclosed that username and password, and/or any other credential to anyone else. If you
purposefully give false or misleading information, including applying as an independent student

. . . without meeting the unusual circumstances required to qualify for such a status, you may be subject
S u b m It th el r SeCtI On Of th e FAF SA fo rm . to criminal penalties under 20 U.S.C. 1097, which may include a fine up to $20,000, imprisonment, or

both.

S i n Ce pa re nt i nfo rm ati O n h a S n Ot b ee n Additionally, by signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, you authorize the U.S.

Department of Education to disclose all information provided on this application, as required under
Section 483(a)(2)(D)(i) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, to the institutions you have

. . identified herein, state higher education agencies (in your state of residence and the states in which
p rOVI d ed ’ th e FA F SA fo rm IS n ot the institutions identified herein are located), and designated scholarship organizations to assist
with the application, award, and administration of federal, state, or institutional financial aid
programs and designated scholarship programs. Notwithstanding this authorization, the name of an

CO n S i d e red CO m p I ete a n d Ca n ’t be institution that you select to authorize such disclosure shall not be shared with any other institution.

prOCeSSGd yet Sign Your FAFSA® Form

1, Jenny Price, agree to the terms outlined above.

Previous

35



FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student Section Complete

Upon signing the student section, the FAFSA = - e 3 3o || o (]

student is presented “The student section is w You're Almost Therel

&% Parent Contributors

complete!” page. The student is reminded
that their FAFSA® form is not completed

Requirements for Dependent Students
Your FAFSA® form is not complete until your parent(s) fill in the contributor
section of the form and sign it. Once completed, your FAFSA form will be

and can’t be submitted until the parent

completes the contributor section of the oty o
&2 Mark Price 8/28/2024 [ nvte sert ]
form and signs it. This page also displays

n eXt Ste ps th e Stu d e nt Ca n ta ke I I n CI u d I n g Track and Manage Yours;;";FSl\"j Form and Cc;r;;ributors

Your application has been added to the “My Activity” page in your
StudentAid.gov account. Visit this page to keep track of your FAFSA status;

tra Cki n g a n d m a n a g i n g th e i r fo rm - review, edit, or delete information on your form; and monitor the status

of your contributor(s).

36



Dependent Student’s Parent Email

This is NOT a view within
StudentAid.gov or the FAFSA® form.
This view demonstrates a parent
opening the FAFSA invitation from their
email. The parent selects "Get Started"

and is taken to StudentAid.gov.

Help Complete Jenny's Form

Mark.

Jenny P won't be eligible for fed

| student aid without your input
Help them complete the Free Appiication for Federal Student Aid

(FAFSA®) form

ing i ion as a i does not make you
for Jenny's costs. Completing
the FAFSA form is how they qualify for the following student aid

* Federal Pell Grants
* federal student loans
state financial aid
school financial aid

Create a StudentAid.gov account o log in with your existing FSA ID
(account useame and password) to access and complete your
section of the form. Creat

ng a new Stud

Aid.gov account takes

10-15 minutes, but it can take up to three days for approval

We recommend that you wait to log in and complete your section of
the form until the person who invited you to participate has
completed, signed. and submitted their section

f you log in and can't enter the form because it's already been

submitted, you may not be needed as tributor.

nny? Read abou ot an invite

FederalStudentAid

© Why You Were Invited

Without your input. Jenny won't be efigible for federal student aid.

Reasons To Finish Early

t's 3 good idea to finish as soon 33 possiole

States and =
Chec!
information

t3id

ge for more

You may need extra time to make comections after you
submit

© Can't Find Jenny's Form?

Read about what to 6o if you can't find your FAFSA® form

(7) | Sign up for text slests to stay updated on our grant
K programs, loan forgiveness programs, repayment plans,
and information about your loans.
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FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student’s Parent Log In

The parent is taken from their email By
. Federal StudentAid FAFSA” Form v Loansand Grants~  Loan Repayment~  Loan Forgiveness v Log|n | Create Account g
to the "Log In" page to enter their
credentials. To access the FAFSA® form, Logln &
all users are required to have an FSA ID B |
(StudentAid.gov account username and [ |
password). If the parent doesn't have an toghn
FSA ID, they can select "Create an R
ACCO U nt. " Help Me Log In to My Account
FederalStudentAid
¥y 0 0 B o
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FederalStudentAid

Parent Status Center — My Activity

B=  An offcial website of the United States government. Help Center  Submita Complaint  English | Espaiol

After successfully logging in, the parent L O — & Bpe B
is taken to their "My Activity" section.
My Activity
The parent sees an invitation to be a

Jenny Price Wants Your Help on a FAFSA®

contributor on the student’'s FAFSA® Form

Jenny Price has identified you as a parent on
their 2025-26 Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA®) form.

Parents are required to provide their financial ®
and demographic information on the student’s
FAFSA form. This does not make you financially
responsible for Jenny's educational costs or any
federal student loans they decide to accept.
- A

Visit the FAFSA Help Center form

Accept Invitation Decline Invitation

form.
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Parent Status Center — My Activity (Continued)

When the parent selects "Accept
Invitation," a pop-up window appears
to remind the parent that their
personal information is needed to fill
out the student’s FAFSA® form. The
parent selects "Continue" to agree to
sharing their information and enters
the FAFSA form.

By Accepting This Invitation You
Agree To Share Your Information

‘We will need to use some personal information we
already have on file about you in order to fill out the
necessary steps in this FAFSA® form. Additionally, by
accepting this invitation, you approve of the use and
disclosure of any federal tax information for which
you previously provided consent and approval to the
U.S. Department of Education for the 2025-26 FAFSA
cycle for purposes of completing this FAFSA form, to
which you've been invited to participate.

Federal StudentAid
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Dependent Student’s Parent Onboarding (1 of 4)

When the parent enters a 2025-26 1] B T —
FAFSA® form for the first time, they are

What is the FAFSA® form?

taken through the FAFSA onboarding

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to
apply for grants, scholarships, work-study funds, and loans for

prOCGSS The fl rSt On boardlng page college, career school, or graduate school.

provides an introduction of the FAFSA .
. . What is FAFSA®and
form and an accompanying video. why s timportant?

Watch on (3 Youlube

Previous
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Dependent Student’s Parent Onboarding (2 of 4)

The second FAFSA® onboarding page FAFSA 5 .. e

20f4
Contributors to the FAFSA® Form

provides information about contributors

that may be required to participate in the

Who is a contributor on the
2024-25 FAFSA® form?

student’'s FAFSA form, including an

accompanying video that explains

contributors, and information on how the
parent will invite them. Documents that

may be needed to fill out the form are

also included on this page.
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Dependent Student’s Parent Onboarding (3 of 4)

® FORM
FAFSA 2025-26 & Parent of Jenny Price
Understanding the FAFSA® Form

30f4

The third FAFSA® onboarding page

provides information about what the B
ow long will this ake? our
pa re nt Ca n eX pe Ct Wh e n CO m p I eti n g Every contributor must provide consent and approval for the
student to be eligible for federal student aid. With your consent and
the student’'s FAFSA form. This et 6l s ol ot st Sty
FAFSA™ form
i n CI u d es i n fo rm ati 0 n a bo ut CO n S e nt You can save the form and return to it later if you need more time.
. . Learn about how we use the information that we collect on the
and approval, a time estimate to FAFSAfom

complete the form, and that they can

hat does it mean to provide
consent and approval on the
2024-25 FAFSA" form?

save the form and return later if
needed, along with an

accompanying video.
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Dependent Student’s Parent Onboarding (4 of 4)

The last onboarding page provides
information about what to expect once
the FAFSA® form is completed,
submitted, and processed. On this page,
the parent selects "Start FAFSA Form" to

begin the parent section.

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA 2. . -

rent of Jenny Price

Understanding the FAFSA® Form

4of4

After Submitting the FAFSA® form

Once the student's FAFSA form is submitted, the student will need
to check on its status and make corrections, if required.

ns After Submitting

What Happens

Atter Submit{Z)
Your FAFSA” Form?

Watch on (3 Youlube

> The student’s form will > The student will
be processed in one to recelve a FAFSA
three days. Submission Summary.
It will Include their
Student Ald Index

(SAI), an Index number

used to determine
federal student aid
eligibility.

> Schools will use the
student’s SAl to create
thelr financial aid offer
that explalns the types
and amounts of aid
they are offering to the
student. Most schools
only send an aid offer
when they accept a
student for admission.
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Introduction: Dependent Student’s Parent Finances

Federal StudentAid

This is the first page within the "Parent Financials" section. It provides an overview of the section.

FAFSA

FORM
2025-26

Parent Finances
The FAFSA” form helps determine the student’s eligibility for
federal student aid. We ask about your financial information in

this section.

What If you have special financlal circumstances?

Previous
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FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student’s Parent Federal Benefits Received

FAFSA 2025-26 &4 Pt ot domy Pk %S | rarsamen 1)

N —— ©

This page asks the parent if they or

Federal Benefits Received

anyone in their family has received federal

benefits. The parent selects "None of

these apply.”
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Federal StudentAid

Dependent Student’s Parent Tax Filing Status

This page asks the parent about

®
FORM
FAFSA 2025-26 &% Parent of Jenny Price ® Save | FAFSAMenu [£]

their tax filing status. The parent i - °

selects "Yes" to "Did or will the

parent file a 2023 IRS Form 1040 or

Parent Tax Filing Status

Did or will the parent file a 2023 IRS Form 1040 or 1040-NR? (&

1040-NR?" and “Yes” to “Did or will i ‘ e ‘
the parent file a 2023 joint tax return D3 e gt e 202 et o ek oo spause? @
with their current spouse?” - o ‘
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FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student’s Parent Family Size

&
FORM
FAFSA 2025-26 &2 Parent of Jenny Price ® Save | FAFSAMenu [£]

© 124 ©

Demographi Financlals

This page displays the family size for the

student. The parent has the option to

Family Size

enter the number of children or other

box below sh
dependents you report.

dependents who live with the parent and

@ The parent's family size is 4.

will receive more than half of their
support from the parent between July 1, et s i el e

ildren who meet these criteria, even if they live apart because of college enrollment.

2025, and June 30, 2026.

Do not include th
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FederalStudentAid

Dependent Student’s Parent Number in College

This page asks the parent how many FAFSA o6 2 rctsomene B 5o | rasarem I
people in the family will be in college o -0 o
between JUIy 1, 2025, and June 30, Number in College
. Out of the 4 people in the parent's family, how many will be in college between July 1, 2025,
2026. The parent enters a response into SR
the entry field. [
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Federal StudentAid

Dependent Student’s Parent Tax Return Information

The parent is asked questions about their 2023 tax return. The parent enters a response in each entry

field.

FAFSA 25 ce s

©

Parent 2023 Tax

Income Tax Paid
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Federal StudentAid

Dependent Student’s Parent Assets
FAFSA 5 o st nisisre S—

o o o

The parent is asked about their assets.

o Report Combined As:

The parent enters a response in each

Annual Child Support Received

entry field. B R A N S B

[s] o[ »]

Parent Assets
Total Amount of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts on the Date the FAFSA Form Was First
Submitted

] o ]

Net Worth of lnvestments, Including Real Estate, on the Date the FAFSA Form Was First

Submitted

o[ =]

Net Worth of Businesses and Investment Farms on the Date the FAFSA Form Was First
Subemitted
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Dependent Students Other Parent Information

FAFSA 2025-26 &8 Farsit ot Jovry Prics Dsee | FarsAmens [T
The parent is asked to provide .

Parent Spouse’s or Partner's Information

information about their spouse or

partner. In this example, the other parent

does not need to contribute to the
student’'s FAFSA® form because the
parents filed taxes jointly. After providing
the other parent’s information, all
required parent information will be

complete.
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Dependent Student’s Parent Review Page

The review page displays the responses 71| | e — el
that the parent has provided in the R ) A:
FAFSA® form. The parent can only view e e C SR €5

responses within the parent section of the

° Scroll To Continue

After reviewing your answers, scroll to the bottom of the page to continue. You

StUdent,S FAFSA fo rm . The parent Can must continue past this page to sign and submit your section of the FAFSA form.

Parent Sections Expand All

view all their responses by selecting 3

Personal Identifiers

"Expand All" or expand each section

© Eé;nuéraphics ©
individually. To edit a response, the parent
can select the question’s hyperlink to be © s
taken to the corresponding page. ==
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Dependent Student’s Parent Signature -

7.1 3, g A— o |

& &
@ < —0—

On this page, the parent acknowledges Sign and St the FAFSA' Form

the terms and conditions of the FAFSA®

form and signs their section. Since all

required sections are complete, the
parent can both sign and submit the

student’s FAFSA form.

P L Mark Price. agree o the terme ol above
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Dependent Student FAFSA® Confirmation

Upon submitting the student’s FAFSA®
form, the parent is presented an
abbreviated confirmation page. This
page displays information about tracking
the student’s FAFSA form and next
steps. The student will receive an email
with the full, detailed confirmation. With
the student and parent sections
completed and signed, the FAFSA form
is now considered complete and

submitted for processing.

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA = .« sommmns

08/28/2024

What Happens Next

&  Emall Sent

Congratulations,

The FAFSA® Form Is Complete! e

g Jenny Price

Confirm that the student received an email version of this page.

= The Student Can Track the Status of Their Form

In one to three days. the student’s FAFSA form will be processed and made available to their

schools.

B The Student Will Recelve School Communications

We use the informatio:

n collected on the student’s FAFSA form to calculate their Student Aid
2 3 th

Track and Manage the Student's FAFSA® Form

You can check the status of the student’s application in the “My Activity”

section of your account Dashboard. We will let you know if we need
anything more from you.

O Edt

FAFSAMenu ]
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Phew!

Did | actually do that
in 5 minutes?



Watch for your
FAFSA
Submission
Summary

Available almost
immediately via emailorin
your StudentAid.gov account
Look for:

1. An estimate of how much
federal aid your are eligible
for

2. Your Student Aid Index

3. FAFSA’s Next Steps

4. Check StudentAid.gov,

/ (% [ npsy/studentsic gov/happly-for-sid/tatsa

FAFSA 525 FAFSA Submission Summary

R N
Student % RyanTran ‘ Application Received Application Processed Data Release Number @

Viewing: Submission 1

December 15, 2024 December 20, 2024 2572

Eligibility Overview FAFSA Form Answers School Information @ Next Steps

Eligibility Overview
This tab estimates your eligibility for:

—-» Federal Pell Grants:
Free money for college.

=% Federal Direct Loans:
Lower-cost loans. (You'll have
to pay these back.)

=» Federal Work-Study:
Money for a campus job. (You'll
have to find a FWS job.)

This tab also includes your Student Aid

Index calculation, a measure of your family’s
ability to pay. Individual colleges may use this
number to calculate how much additional
financial aid — beyond any federal aid — they
will give you. This number may range from
minus 1,500 to 999,999. The lower the number,

the more need-based aid you may get.

FAFSA Form Answers

Use this tab to review your information and
make sure it's correct. If you spot an error, you
can open up your FAFSA form and correct it.

School Information

This tab will list the colleges you selected to
send your FAFSA information to. Bonus: There
is lots of trustworthy information here. Look
at graduation rates, average cost, and how
much debt students take on. Good to know!

Next Steps

This important tab will let you know if
you need to correct errors or provide
additional information. Be sure to
take care of any issues quickly.




Student Aid Index
(SAIl)

Replaced the Expected Family
Contribution (EFC)

Can go as low as - 1500! An SAI
that is zero or below
guarantees the most federal
aid available, including the
maximum Pell Grant ($7395).

As this number climbs, there is
less chance that you will get a
Pell Grant, but you will still be
eligible for federal loans.

New York State and colleges
also use this number to figure
out how much need-based aid
you are eligible for.

I

Your Student Aid Index: What's a Good SAI?

https:/Z/understandingfafsa.org/student-aid-index-what-is-a-good-sai



https://understandingfafsa.org/student-aid-index-what-is-a-good-sai

Eligible students can receive up to $5,665 to help cover tuition

Info For v For Academic Partners v Student Account Sign In Q

Find Aid v How To Apply v Plan For College v  Get Help v

Available to students attending full-time, part-time and in non-degree
workforce credential programs

@ Must be a legal NYS resident for 12 continuous months prior to
enrolling or qualified under NYS DREAM Act

@ NYS net taxable income cannot exceed $125,000 for dependent
students; $60,000 for married students with no dependents;
$30,000 for independent single students with no dependents

[ Deadline & Application

For Academic Year 2024-25 For Academic Year 2025-26

DEADLINE ‘ 06/30/2025 06/30/2026

Didn’t apply for TAP through the FAFSA?
Apply for TAP | Get FAFSA Guidance

New York State TAP

Watch for the TAP link at the end of the FAFSA.

https://www.hesc.ny.gov/find-aid/nys-grants-scholarships/tuition-assistance-program-tap/



Info For v For Academic Partners v Student Account Sign In Q

Find Aid v How To Apply v Plan For College v Get Help v

NYS DREAM Act

Home / Applying For Aid / NYS DREAM Act

< How to Apply
The Senator José Peralta New York State DREAM Act gives undocumented and other students

Prepare What You Need 4 access to New York State-administered student financial aid to support their higher education
FAFSA Guidance ; costs.

I NYS DREAM Act ) 1 Students eligible to apply for financial aid through the NYS DREAM Act must also complete an
NYS DREAM Act . application for each program they are interested in obtaining aid from.

Frequently Asked ¢

Questions (A Apply Today.
NYS DREAM Act Steps

to Apply

New York State Dream Act

All New York aid is available for undocumented students.

https://www.hesc.ny.gov/applying-aid/nys-dream-act/



CSS Proflle About CSS Profile + Application Steps Fee Waivers Resources/IDOC v en Espafiol Contact Us.

CSS Profile

Each year CSS Profile unlocks access to more than $10
billion in nonfederal aid to thousands of students.

e
Sign in to Fall 2025/Spring 2026 (  Signin to Fall 2024/Spring 2025 >
N |

o

Check Participating Schools and Learn How to Apply Information for Parents BigFuture®
Scholarsh ipS Review our step-by-step guide to completing your CSS Learn more about completing the CSS Profile as a Need more information on paying for college? Learn

i e i 5 i
Review which colleges, schools, and scholarship Profile application. parent, including as a noncustodial parent. more on BigFuture!

programs use CSS Profile.
Complete the Application Information for Parents BigFuture.org

The College Board's CSS Profile

Just like the FAFSA. With 100X more questions.

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org



https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org

Filling Out the FAFSA & Applying for Aid:
Getting More Help

For Undocumented Students
[ Grants and Scholarships for Undocumented Students

For Parents Without Social Security Numbers
A How to Get an FSA ID Without a Social Security Number

FAFSA & FSA ID Helpful Links

Federal Student Aid: Contact Us

Federal Student Aid Estimator

Creating Your StudentAid.gov Account (FSA ID)

Who Counts as a Parent on the FAFSA Form?

LoooD



https://understandingfafsa.org/grants-and-scholarships-for-undocumented-students/
https://understandingfafsa.org/how-to-get-an-fsa-id-without-a-social-security-number/
https://studentaid.gov/help-center/contact
https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/
http://studentaid.gov
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

I “—

Email anytime:
Kim Nauer | nauerk@newschool.edu

https://UnderstandingFAFSA.org


https://understandingfafsa.org

