
FAFSA & Financial Aid 
What you need to know 
about the 2025-26 FAFSA

 
Kim Nauer | UnderstandingFAFSA.org

Partnership for After School Education (PASE)
December 18, 2024



???
Have questions? 

Post them in the chat now – or anytime during the event! 
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FAFSA & Financial Aid: 
What You Need to Know This Year 

Get Your Coffee. We’ve Got Lots of Stuff. 

❏ Why are we doing this? College money!
❏ FAFSA 2025-26: What to expect 
❏ First Step: Get a StudentAid.gov login (aka an FSA ID)
❏ Your FAFSA in 5 minutes: Common questions & pain points
❏ CSS profile, TAP & NYS Dream Act 
❏ Help for counselors and educators
❏ Working with undocumented students and mixed-status families
❏ Help for students with special circumstances



Why are we doing this?



Types of College Financial 
Aid  

❏ Federal Government Pell & SEOG Grants (free money)
❏ NYS TAP, Dream Act & Excelsior Scholarships (free money)
❏ College Grants and Merit Scholarships (free money) 
❏ Private Scholarships (free money)
❏ Federal Work-Study (campus employment) 
❏ Federal Direct Student Loans (must be paid back >> lower cost)
❏ Federal Parent PLUS Loans (must be paid back >> high cost)
❏ Private Loans (must be paid back >> very high cost)



Total Undergraduate Student Aid by Type, 2022-23



Your 2025-26 FAFSA
What to Expect



We fixed the FAFSA this year. 
Really. Truly. We mean it. 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

Search engine type in “FAFSA.gov”
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa




GOOD NEWS
The form is living up to its 
promise this year. Most 
financial information is 
automatically  uploaded by 
the IRS. The FAFSA is super 
fast when it works!

More students will get Pell 
grants & grants may be 
larger than in the past.

Students can include up to 
20 colleges. (Weirdly, many 
do.)

Eventually available in 11 
most common languages.



BAD NEWS
The FAFSA was delayed 
again. It is open and working 
now.

Parents and students fill out 
the student’s form 
separately, potentially a 
huge headache for 
counselors. 

Families making $60,000+ 
will have to report the value 
any businesses, side 
businesses, farms. 
Confusing! 

The required IRS data 
upload  and government 
identity verification may feel 
scary, especially for parents 
w/out Social Security 
numbers.



First Step: Get a
StudentAid.gov Login

(aka an FSA ID)



Ask: Who Fills Out 
the FAFSA? 

The student 
Ideally the student starts 
the FAFSA & invites the 
parents to “contribute” to 
their form.

One or two parents
This will depend on the 
family situation. See chart →

Use FSA’s new Parent  Wizard  
to figure out which parent(s) 
help out:

NOTE: Some students may be considered 
“independent” on the FAFSA and will not need the 
help of parents. The FAFSA will ask questions to 
determine this.

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents


Who Contributes to the FAFSA 
and Needs to Get an FSA ID?



Get Your FSA ID Handout Tips and Troubleshooting Handout

https://understandingfafsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/First-Step-Get-Your-FSA-ID.pdf
https://understandingfafsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/FSA-ID-Tips-and-Troubleshooting.pdf


Beat the Holiday Rush!
Get Your FSA IDs Now!

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


FAFSA in 5 Minutes:
Common Questions 

& Pain Points





Download your very own 
FAFSA slide-deck
(333 pages of fun!)

Federal Student Aid 2025-26 FAFSA Preview Presentation

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/202526fafsapreviewpresentation.pptx


Student Onboarding (1 of 4)

When the student starts the 2025–26 

FAFSA® form for the first time, they are 

taken through the FAFSA onboarding 

process. The first onboarding page 

provides an introduction of the FAFSA 

form and an accompanying video. 
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Dependent Student Onboarding (2 of 4)

The second FAFSA® onboarding page 

provides information about contributors 

that may be required to participate in the 

student’s FAFSA form, including an 

accompanying video that explains 

contributors, and information on how the 

student will invite them. Documents that 

may be needed to fill out the form are 

also included on this page. 
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Dependent Student Onboarding (3 of 4)

The third FAFSA® onboarding page 

provides information about what the 

student can expect when completing 

their FAFSA form. This includes 

information about consent and 

approval, a time estimate for completing 

the form, and that they can save the 

form and return later if needed, along 

with an accompanying video.
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Dependent Student Onboarding (4 of 4)

The last FAFSA® onboarding page 

provides information about what to 

expect once the FAFSA form is 

completed, submitted, and processed. 

On this page, the student can select 

"Start FAFSA Form" to begin. 
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Dependent Student State of Legal Residence

The student is asked about their state 

of legal residence. The student selects 

the state from a drop-down box and 

provides the month and year when 

they became a legal resident. 
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Student Dependency Status: Dependent Student

Based on the answers provided by the 

student, they are considered a 

dependent student. The student is asked 

if they want a financial aid administrator 

to determine their eligibility for a Direct 

Unsubsidized Loan only. This is an 

option if the student’s parents are 

unwilling to provide information. The 

student selects "No,“ and if the student 

had selected “Yes,” a modal would 

appear to warn them about missing out 

on other potential federal student aid. 
27



Dependent Student: Tell Us About Your Parents

As the student is considered dependent, 

they are asked to provide information 

about their parents. The FAFSA® form 

considers their “parent" to be their legal 

(biological or adoptive) parent. The 

student is asked if their parents are 

married. The student selects "Yes" and is 

instructed to provide information about 

both their parents on the FAFSA form. 

28



Dependent Student Invites Parents to FAFSA® Form
The student is asked to enter personal information about their parents in order to send them 

an invite to their FAFSA® form. In this scenario, the student invites one parent. 
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Dependent Student Citizenship Status 

The student is asked about their 

citizenship status. The student selects 

the "U.S. citizen or national" option. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student Financials

This is the first page within the "Student 

Financials" section. It provides an 

overview of the section. The student can 

select the hyperlink if they want to learn 

about special financial circumstances. 
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Dependent Student Tax Return Information (Continued)

32

The student is asked about their 

taxes, income, and other financial 

information. The student enters 

dollar amounts in the responses. 



Dependent Student Assets

The student is asked about their assets. 

The student enters a response in each 

entry field.  
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Dependent Student Signature

On this page, the student reviews the 

terms and conditions of the FAFSA® 

form and what they’ll agree to if they sign 

the form. 
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Dependent Student Signature (Continued)

This is a continuation of the student 

signature page. After agreeing to the 

terms and conditions of the FAFSA® 

form and signing, the student is able to 

submit their section of the FAFSA form. 

Since parent information has not been 

provided, the FAFSA form is not 

considered complete and can’t be 

processed yet. 

35



Dependent Student Section Complete

Upon signing the student section, the 

student is presented “The student section is 

complete!” page. The student is reminded 

that their FAFSA® form is not completed 

and can’t be submitted until the parent 

completes the contributor section of the 

form and signs it. This page also displays 

next steps the student can take, including 

tracking and managing their form.

36



Dependent Student’s Parent Email

This is NOT a view within 

StudentAid.gov or the FAFSA® form. 

This view demonstrates a parent 

opening the FAFSA invitation from their 

email. The parent selects "Get Started" 

and is taken to StudentAid.gov. 
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Dependent Student’s Parent Log In

The parent is taken from their email 

to the "Log In" page to enter their 

credentials. To access the FAFSA® form, 

all users are required to have an FSA ID 

(StudentAid.gov account username and 

password). If the parent doesn't have an 

FSA ID, they can select "Create an 

Account."
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Parent Status Center – My Activity 

After successfully logging in, the parent 

is taken to their "My Activity" section. 

The parent sees an invitation to be a 

contributor on the student’s FAFSA® 

form. 
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Parent Status Center – My Activity (Continued)

When the parent selects "Accept 

Invitation," a pop-up window appears 

to remind the parent that their 

personal information is needed to fill 

out the student’s FAFSA® form. The 

parent selects "Continue" to agree to 

sharing their information and enters 

the FAFSA form. 
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Dependent Student’s Parent Onboarding (1 of 4)

When the parent enters a 2025–26 

FAFSA® form for the first time, they are 

taken through the FAFSA onboarding 

process. The first onboarding page 

provides an introduction of the FAFSA 

form and an accompanying video. 
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Dependent Student’s Parent Onboarding (2 of 4)

The second FAFSA® onboarding page 

provides information about contributors 

that may be required to participate in the 

student’s FAFSA form, including an 

accompanying video that explains 

contributors, and information on how the 

parent will invite them. Documents that 

may be needed to fill out the form are 

also included on this page. 
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Dependent Student’s Parent Onboarding (3 of 4)

The third FAFSA® onboarding page 

provides information about what the 

parent can expect when completing 

the student’s FAFSA form. This 

includes information about consent 

and approval, a time estimate to 

complete the form, and that they can 

save the form and return later if 

needed, along with an 

accompanying video.
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Dependent Student’s Parent Onboarding (4 of 4)

The last onboarding page provides 

information about what to expect once 

the FAFSA® form is completed, 

submitted, and processed. On this page, 

the parent selects "Start FAFSA Form" to 

begin the parent section.  
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Introduction: Dependent Student’s Parent Finances

This is the first page within the "Parent Financials" section. It provides an overview of the section.

45



Dependent Student’s Parent Federal Benefits Received 

This page asks the parent if they or 

anyone in their family has received federal 

benefits. The parent selects "None of 

these apply."
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Dependent Student’s Parent Tax Filing Status

This page asks the parent about 

their tax filing status. The parent 

selects "Yes" to "Did or will the 

parent file a 2023 IRS Form 1040 or 

1040-NR?" and “Yes” to “Did or will 

the parent file a 2023 joint tax return 

with their current spouse?”
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Dependent Student’s Parent Family Size

This page displays the family size for the 

student. The parent has the option to 

enter the number of children or other 

dependents who live with the parent and 

will receive more than half of their 

support from the parent between July 1, 

2025, and June 30, 2026. 

48



Dependent Student’s Parent Number in College

This page asks the parent how many 

people in the family will be in college 

between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 

2026. The parent enters a response into 

the entry field.
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Dependent Student’s Parent Tax Return Information

The parent is asked questions about their 2023 tax return. The parent enters a response in each entry 
field. 
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Dependent Student’s Parent Assets

The parent is asked about their assets. 

The parent enters a response in each 

entry field. 
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Dependent Student’s Other Parent Information 

The parent is asked to provide 

information about their spouse or 

partner. In this example, the other parent 

does not need to contribute to the 

student’s FAFSA® form because the 

parents filed taxes jointly. After providing 

the other parent’s information, all 

required parent information will be 

complete. 
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Dependent Student’s Parent Review Page

The review page displays the responses 

that the parent has provided in the 

FAFSA® form. The parent can only view 

responses within the parent section of the 

student’s FAFSA form. The parent can 

view all their responses by selecting 

"Expand All" or expand each section 

individually. To edit a response, the parent 

can select the question’s hyperlink to be 

taken to the corresponding page.
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Dependent Student’s Parent Signature

On this page, the parent acknowledges 

the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® 

form and signs their section. Since all 

required sections are complete, the 

parent can both sign and submit the 

student’s FAFSA form. 
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Dependent Student FAFSA® Confirmation

Upon submitting the student’s FAFSA® 

form, the parent is presented an 

abbreviated confirmation page. This 

page displays information about tracking 

the student’s FAFSA form and next 

steps. The student will receive an email 

with the full, detailed confirmation. With 

the student and parent sections 

completed and signed, the FAFSA form 

is now considered complete and 

submitted for processing. 
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Phew!
Did I actually do that 

in 5 minutes?



Watch for your 
FAFSA
Submission 
Summary

Available almost 
immediately via email or in 
your StudentAid.gov account

Look for:

1. An estimate of how much 
federal aid your are eligible 
for

2. Your Student Aid Index

3. FAFSA’s Next Steps

4. Check StudentAid.gov, 
your college portals & email 
for follow-up requests. 



Student Aid Index 
(SAI) 

Replaced the Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC)

Can go as low as – 1500! An SAI 
that is zero or below 
guarantees the most federal 
aid available, including the 
maximum Pell Grant ($7395). 

As this number climbs, there is 
less chance that you will get a 
Pell Grant, but you will still be 
eligible for federal loans. 

New York State and colleges 
also use this number to figure 
out how much need-based aid 
you are eligible for. 

Your Student Aid Index: What’s a Good SAI?
https://understandingfafsa.org/student-aid-index-what-is-a-good-sai

https://understandingfafsa.org/student-aid-index-what-is-a-good-sai


New York State TAP
Watch for the TAP link at the end of the FAFSA.

https://www.hesc.ny.gov/find-aid/nys-grants-scholarships/tuition-assistance-program-tap/



New York State Dream Act
All New York aid is available for undocumented students.

https://www.hesc.ny.gov/applying-aid/nys-dream-act/



The College Board’s CSS Profile
Just like the FAFSA. With 100X more questions.

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org 

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org


Filling Out the FAFSA & Applying for Aid: 
Getting More Help

For Undocumented Students
❏ Grants and Scholarships for Undocumented Students

For Parents Without Social Security Numbers 
❏ How to Get an FSA ID Without a Social Security Number

FAFSA & FSA ID Helpful Links
❏ Federal Student Aid: Contact Us
❏ Federal Student Aid Estimator
❏ Creating Your StudentAid.gov Account (FSA ID)
❏ Who Counts as a Parent on the FAFSA Form?

https://understandingfafsa.org/grants-and-scholarships-for-undocumented-students/
https://understandingfafsa.org/how-to-get-an-fsa-id-without-a-social-security-number/
https://studentaid.gov/help-center/contact
https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/
http://studentaid.gov
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents


Q&A

Email anytime:
Kim Nauer | nauerk@newschool.edu

https://UnderstandingFAFSA.org

https://understandingfafsa.org

